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Brimbile [with AlmaWood,
his ex-wife Dianne's

sister, outside the
MNESW Coroner's Court
on March 24, 2006},
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Cruise rape
is alleged
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The eight men who
viould later be named
as "persons of interest”
in the Dianne Brimble
case posed for a photo
before the Septamber
2002 cruise. Mark
Wilhelm stands, far left;

O ee g
Whaairg v af
e .'IT Pty

the

Five years after

Brisbane motber’s death,
her ex-husband still fight
to fix the cruise industry

avingz watnessed the suffering his
children have endured, Mark Brimble i
mew a0 man onoa oession, The Brishane
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deiven by sales and profits as he is by preserving
the digmey of his former wile, Dianne Brimble,
42, The mother of Sebastian, 25, Aaron, 19,
who are Marks children, and Tahlia, 17,
died of an averdose of the “date rape” drug
gamuma-hydroxyburyeate (GHBE) on the second
day of a nine-day PECO cruise in 2002, Since
then, Brimble, 48, has been decermined that
lessons are tearned from his ex-wite’s death,
*I knowy the pam my children have had to go
through,™ he savs quictly. *Twouldn’t wan
that pain to be suffered by anyone.”

That hedreache continues for the Brimble
family. On July 26, 2007, after a Lé-month
coronial inguest that saw eight “persons of
interest ™ subpoenaed, NSW deputy stage
coroner Jacqueline Milledge referred the case
to the MNSW Director of Public Prosecutions.
Milledge said there was enough evidence to
charge “known persons” over Dianne Brimble's
dearh. The inquest heard how paramedics
were called ar 8.30 AM on Sepr. 24, 2002, w
a Pacific Sky cabin occupied by four men,
including Mark Wilhelm, 34, and Letterio
“Lea™ Silvestri, 42, Both men, from Adelaide,
had allegedly had sexual relations with
Brimbie, The circumstances thar led to her
death remain unknown, While Mark Brimble
concedes to WHO there may never be an amest
in the case, “We're doing whatever can be done
to ensure the truth is revealed abour what
happened to Dhanne.™

Brimble iz nor just focused on che case of
bins ex-wife, [n 2003, he joined forces with




Kot Carver, o retived US insurance company
CEO, toset up the International Croise Victims
Asociation (10V), Carver’s danghier, Merrian,
40, disappenred during a Royal Caribbean cruise
fr Alisk iny Aupost 2004, When a member ol
stall reportied hee missing, a supervisor told

the cres member 1o just do yoar ol and
fesper i, 1t toole another moneh before
ernan's family even learm

that shee had taken a cruise,

Reval Caribbean| gor rid

of mist of ber stuff,” s

Citrven " & pold wristwanch,

all her clihies were pone,

sitished. " Whart happemned

10 the former investment

binker remains a mystery,

The 10V is lobbying movernmients o sct up
an independent authority 1o enforce tougher
securicy standards in the cruse industry.

“There is no martime organmsation that keeps

records of reported crimes onboard crinse

ships,” savs Brimble, who runs the Australian

buge of the ICY, *You may have a ship regis-
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tered in Bermuda owned by a company

registered in London, with a passenger

k ; 3 i)
from MNew Zealand who savs she has

been sexually assaulied by a person from
ver another country. Its an abs sl .I|1W_- 9%

whien 1t comis 1o rhar lvwes .I:"!."I:-'. =

Following Dianne Brimble's death,
P SAVE I has introduced a range

wal chanpes,

imstallation of

mcluding
24-hour survelllance cameras

and providing seaff with

IrmIng in cnme-seenc

management, and crew no

lonper receive COMIMUESSION

on alcohal sales. “There 5

~Mark Brimble

trame death of Mrs Bnmble put every pare of

no doube the inguest into the

this business under the microscope,” says

P80 spokeswoman Sandy Olsen. Bur Mark
iy steps PAIO takes a
e hen house™ |
autharty ensur 11}

Brimble savs s ke

“the fox look 1§ after wCaALSe

there 15 noy indepen

such standards are upheld,

Dia\nk!mhhh wos“a

fun-loving person,” sister
Phyllis Kirkman sald on
ABC-TV's Australian Story. .,

Meanwhile, the waters remain reoubled, On

[ Dec. 31, 2007, a New Zealand woman, 47,

onboard the New Zealand=bascd Pacific Star
eorld seakt while the liner was docked in Mew
Caledonia that a passenger had rped her, An
Ausrralian roan was areested, bue he was
released withour charge. * There was insuffi-
crent evidence to jusefy coominal proceedings,”
savs Auckland's Det Sen Sgr Score Beard,

Ie% o bamiliar tale, When WHO contaceed
the NSW Director of Public Prosecutions
regarding the Brimble case, a spokeswoman
said there is no timeline or expectation of what
the P might do ac chis stape. While Mark
Brimhle remains hopeful of a positive outcome,
he conrinues to labby for fuether change in the
inclustry. At che moment, the cruise companies
are their own policemen in these floatng
cinies,” he says. “Who knows whar people are
getting away with?”

By Sarah Marinos

For more information and donations, go to
www.internationalcruisevictims.org

The Pacific S8 cabin 1
3 ¥ 82‘
inwhich Dianne Brimbig

diad on Sept, 24, 2002,



